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TDDA STRENGTHENS 
COTE D’IVOIRE’S 
RESPONSE TO COVID-19

IVORY COAST 
LEADS THE WAY 
IN MAPPING 
RESOURCES FOR 
HEALTH SECURITY

Continued over line here
In the face of the international health 
crisis caused by the coronavirus, the 
Tackling deadly diseases in Africa 
programme has shown agility in its 
approach. We’ve mobilized resources 
to strengthen national capacity in the 
field of health security in order to react 
decisively to this global pandemic.

TDDA responded to the Ministry of 
Health and Hygiene Public’s request to 
provide COVID-19 training for sta! from 
39 community-based health facilities 
(ESBC). These institutions are located 
in underprivileged areas or precarious 
neighbourhoods where people have 
di"culty accessing care.

More than 700 ESBC providers in 
Abidjan were involved, including 
Members of the Board of Management, 
managers, doctors, nurses, midwives, 
ward sta!, and maintenance  
and hygiene sta!, as well as  
security personnel.

By following the practices promoted 
in these training sessions, it has 
helped to significantly reduce the risk 
of transmission of COVID-19 and thus 
saves lives and livelihoods. As an 
illustration of the scale of this challenge, 
the World Health Organization’s (WHO) 
situation report of 18 November 2020 
recorded 244 Ivorian health workers 
infected with COVID-19.
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(continued...)

Tackling deadly diseases in Africa (TDDA) 
played a key role in the organisation of a 
workshop focusing on resource mapping 
for International Health Regulations (IHR) 
and health security in this country. The 
WHO also provided technical support for 
this initiative.

This is an essential step towards making 
a country’s health security more robust, 
as it captures all relevant information 
on a single data platform. This in turn 
supports decision-making processes, 
helping governments to prioritize,  
align and allocate resources, as it 
provides a reliable picture of the level of 
investment needed in public health and 
health security.

Côte d’Ivoire is the first country in West 
Africa and the tenth largest country in the 
world to carry out this mapping exercise, 
according to the WHO. 
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Our workshop saw the 
participation of technical 
partners and financial 
authorities as well as health 
authorities at the highest 
level, such as the General 
Directorate for Health and 
the Prime Minister’s O"ce.

Among other important 
benefits, this approach will 
enable our Government 
and its partners to access 
standardized data for 
measuring the e!ectiveness 
of investments as well 
identifying the additional 
resource allocation needed 
in order to strengthen  
health security.
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TACKLING DEADLY DISEASES IN 
AFRICA PROGRAMME

TDDA tackles the systemic causes of health insecurity, not just 
the symptoms. Instead of responding to emergencies after they 
hit, we help equip countries to manage disease outbreaks and 
other health threats before they become public health crises. 
Epidemics are a global threat, killing millions of people each year. 
Strong health systems need strong institutions, infrastructure, 
surveillance systems, and well-trained and equipped sta!. Without 
them, disease outbreaks can quickly become epidemics, which 
devastate lives and livelihoods.  

TDDA WORKS IN SIX COUNTRIES

TDDA works with governments and communities, empowering 
them to achieve their own ambitions for improving health security. 
We provide technical expertise and targeted operational support 
through experts on the ground in Cameroon, Chad, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Mali, Niger and Uganda.

Response to COVID: In 
Cameroon, TDDA supported the 
roll-out of free COVID-19 testing 
to improve case detection, 
identifying 23.7% of Cameroon’s 
21,000 confirmed infections as 
of 30 September 2020.


