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COMBATING THE SPREAD  
OF DEADLY DISEASES 
ACROSS CHAD’S BORDERS

THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY, A 
KEY PLAYER IN THE 
FIGHT AGAINST 
EPIDEMICS
Awareness among the community 
is one of the most e!ective tools 
for responding rapidly to disease 
outbreaks and containing them before 
they become epidemics. It is vital for 
people to know how to reduce the 
risk of transmission, how to identify 
the symptoms of di!erent infectious 
diseases, and understand what to do if 
someone has symptoms.

We have a great way to go in the fight to 
save lives near us. That’s why the TDDA 
programme in Chad works with civil 
society organizations (CSO) to make 
sure that we get these important health 
messages out on the ground. Thanks 
to TDDA’s funding, three national 
community health CSOs are going door-
to-door in five of Chad’s provinces to 
raise awareness of COVID-19. 

We are talking with household  
members about how they can protect 
themselves and their communities from 
the disease through frequent hand-
washing, wearing a mask and keeping 
one’s distance. 

When Chad’s Ministry of Public Health 
called for increased health security 
at the country’s points of entry as 
a priority to combat the COVID-19 
crisis, the Tackling deadly diseases in 
Africa (TDDA) programme responded. 
We have made funds and technical 
expertise available to develop standard 
operational procedures (POS) for the 
prevention, detection and transfer 
of sick travellers. Thanks to these 
POS’s - the first to be adopted in this 
area - sta! at points of entry are now 
trained in the systematic application of  

e!ective procedures that enable them 
to identify and treat sick travellers 
in a safe and dignified manner.  
The result? Chad’s ability to contain 
infectious disease outbreaks and 
combat mass contamination is greatly 
enhanced. With TDDA’s support,  
Chad is improving its adherence 
to World Health Organization best 
practices for the management of public 
health emergencies. Our Government 
is taking important steps to save  
lives by combating the spread of 
deadly diseases.
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TACKLING DEADLY DISEASES  
SUPPORTS THE FIGHT AGAINST  
COVID-19 IN CHAD 

TDDA plays a major role in the fight 
against COVID-19 in the six countries 
where the programme is active. Here in 
Chad, nearly 40 district executives and 
health workers took part in our training 
session in December 2020. Through our 
CSO partners, we have also distributed 
live-saving kits in N’Djamena. 

These kits contain essential equipment 
to control the spread of the virus, 
including hydro-alcoholic gel, liquid 
soap, chlorine and bleach disinfectants, 
metal bins for waste collection, 
Thermoflash no-contact medical 
thermometers, as well as personal 
protective equipment including boots, 
visors and gloves. 

Both the training and kits are made 
available to healthcare sta! working at 
the local level. This initiative protects 
health workers, who are at high-level 
risk of exposure to COVID-19, and helps 
contain the spread of the virus at the 
level of our local communities.

Cameroon

Mali Niger

Uganda

Chad

Côte d’Ivoire

TACKLING DEADLY DISEASES IN 
AFRICA PROGRAMME

TDDA tackles the systemic causes of health insecurity, not just 
the symptoms. Instead of responding to emergencies after they 
hit, we help equip countries to manage disease outbreaks and 
other health threats before they become public health crises. 
Epidemics are a global threat, killing millions of people each year. 
Strong health systems need strong institutions, infrastructure, 
surveillance systems, and well-trained and equipped sta!. Without 
them, disease outbreaks can quickly become epidemics, which 
devastate lives and livelihoods.  

TDDA WORKS IN SIX COUNTRIES

TDDA works with governments and communities, empowering 
them to achieve their own ambitions for improving health security. 
We provide technical expertise and targeted operational support 
through experts on the ground in Cameroon, Chad, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Mali, Niger and Uganda.

In Côte d’Ivoire, emergency 
COVID-19 training for over 600 
community-based medical sta! 
was provided by the Ministry of 
Health and Public Hygiene, with 
support from TDDA. Training was 
centred on the city of Abidjan, 
where the COVID-19 pandemic 
has hit the hardest.
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